Northumbria Research Link

Citation: McDowell, Liz (2006) Assessment for learning - or for life? In: Assessment in
Lifelong Learning : ESCalate Workshop, 27 November 2006, Birmingham.

URL:

This version was downloaded from Northumbria Research Link:
https://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/id/eprint/3349/

Northumbria University has developed Northumbria Research Link (NRL) to enable users
to access the University’s research output. Copyright © and moral rights for items on
NRL are retained by the individual author(s) and/or other copyright owners. Single copies
of full items can be reproduced, displayed or performed, and given to third parties in any
format or medium for personal research or study, educational, or not-for-profit purposes
without prior permission or charge, provided the authors, title and full bibliographic
details are given, as well as a hyperlink and/or URL to the original metadata page. The
content must not be changed in any way. Full items must not be sold commercially in any
format or medium without formal permission of the copyright holder. The full policy is

available online: http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/policies.html

This document may differ from the final, published version of the research and has been
made available online in accordance with publisher policies. To read and/or cite from the
published version of the research, please visit the publisher's website (a subscription
may be required.)

feq Northumbria @

University
NEWCASTLE i

[

g UniversityLibrary

»


http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/policies.html

Liz McDowell Escalate 27" November 2006
CETL AfL
Liz.mcdowell@unn.ac.uk

Assessment for learning
Six conditions
Assessment for Learning requires a learning environment that:

1. emphasises authenticity and complexity in the content and methods of assessment
rather than reproduction of knowledge and reductive measurement

2. uses high-stakes summative assessment rigorously but sparingly rather than as the
main driver for learning

3. offers students extensive opportunities to engage in the kinds of tasks that develop
and demonstrate their learning, thus building their confidence and capabilities
before they are summatively assessed

4. 1isrich in feedback derived from formal mechanisms e.g. tutor comments on
assignments, student self-review logs

5. isrich in informal feedback e.g. peer review of draft writing, collaborative project
work, which provides students with a continuous flow of feedback on ‘how they
are doing’

6. develops students’ abilities to direct their own learning, evaluate their own
progress and attainments and support the learning of others
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