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Paper presentation 

 

This paper aims to raise issues relating to the relevance of current university curricula to the 

21st century globalised world. Through presentation of a recent exploratory survey, part of a 

larger research project undertaken at Northumbria University focusing on engineering 

students’ perceptions of what it means to be a ‘global engineer’1, the paper will consider 

what sorts of curricula might be appropriate for an increasingly complex technological world 

where we are more strongly connected with our global neighbours. This discipline-specific 

survey taken from first and second year engineering students supported the development of 

three ways of rethinking curriculum design more widely: an increasingly interdisciplinary 

approach to using knowledge (Sipos et al, 2008); the education of multiliterate graduates 

and a dissolution of the frame around the university and community leading to ‘a change in 

relation between institution and community, from making the community `come to you’, to 

going out to the community’ (Kress, 2000, p.136).. In addition to presenting the student 

perspective through the research, the paper will consider the work initiated by the ‘New 

London Group’ (1996) including work by Kalantzis and Cope, (2005) and Kress (2000) and 

this theoretical framework will be discussed as a way of rethinking approaches to designing 

university curriculum for a globalised world.  
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1
 The project is called ‘Educating the global engineer: staff and student perspectives on embedding 

sustainable development practices into the engineering curriculum’ and is funded by the Higher 

Education Academy Engineering Subject Centre. The project began in March 2010, led by Catherine 

Montgomery and the project team are Dr. Roger Penlington, Jenna Tudor and Noel Perera from 

Northumbria University. 
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