Proposal to replace the illegitimate genus name Prescottia Jones et al. 2013 with the genus name Prescottella gen. nov. and to replace the illegitimate combination Prescottia equi Jones et al. 2013 with Prescottella equi comb. nov.
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Abstract

Recently we proposed that Rhodococcus equi (Magnusson 1923) Goodfellow and Alderson 1977 be transferred to a novel genus, Prescottia, as Prescottia equi comb. nov. However, in accordance with Principle 2 and Rule 51b(4) of the Bacteriological Code (1990 Revision), the bacterial genus name Prescottia Jones et al. 2013 is deemed illegitimate as this name has been used previously for a plant genus within the family Orchidaceae. Consequently, a new genus name, Prescottella gen. nov., is proposed for the bacterial taxon and a new combination Prescottella equi comb. nov. is proposed for the type species.

On 14 August 1999, the Judicial Commission of the International Committee on Systematic Bacteriology (ICSB) (De Vos & Trüper, 2000) recommended that the following change in the wording of Principle 2 of the Bacteriological Code, proposed by Tindall (1999), be accepted: ‘The nomenclature of prokaryotes is not independent of botanical and zoological nomenclature. When naming new taxa in the rank of genus or higher, due consideration is to be given to avoiding names which are regulated by the Zoological Code and the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature.’ Furthermore, the addition of the following Note to Principle 2 was proposed: ‘Note. This principle takes effect with publication of acceptance of this change by the ICSB and is not retroactive.’ Subsequently, the ICSB (now the International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes; ICSP) voted unanimously in favour of this proposal (Labeda, 2000). The minutes of the meetings of the Judicial Commission and the minutes of the meetings of the ICSB were published in the November 2000 issue of the International Journal of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology and so, for all practical purposes, the new Principle 2 applies from 1 January 2001. 

Recently we published a taxonomic analysis based on a diverse combination of genotypic and phenotypic data in which we proposed that Rhodococcus equi (Magnusson 1923) Goodfellow and Alderson (1977) be elevated generic status as Prescottia gen. nov., with Prescottia equi comb. nov. as the type species (Jones et al. 2013). However, we were subsequently informed (Euzéby, personal communication) that the name Prescottia was illegitimate, because of precedence of the orchid genus name Prescottia Lindl. ex Hook (Plantae; Asparagales: Orchidaceae: Cranichidinae;  Ackerman, 2003; Salazar et al. 2009). According to Principle 6 of the Bacteriological Code (1990 Revision), the correct name of a taxon is based upon valid publication, legitimacy, and priority of publication (Lapage et al., 1992). This means that the effectively published bacterial name Prescottia Jones et al. 2013 cannot be validated as an illegitimate name cannot be a correct name (Tindall 2008). Therefore we here propose replacing the illegitimate genus name Prescottia Jones et al. 2013 with the genus name Prescottella gen. nov. and in turn replace the illegitimate combination Prescottia equi Jones et al. 2013 with Prescottella equi comb. nov. Consistent with current practise based on Rule 54 of the Bacteriological Code (Greene et al. 2009), reference to the authors of the species epithet can be retained in the authorship of the resulting new combination.

The illegitimate bacterial genus Prescottia was named for John Prescott (University of Guelph, Canada) in recognition of his contribution to understanding the biology of R. equi. Likewise, the replacement genus name, Prescottella, has been chosen in recognition of his work. We have found no evidence of the prior use of the name Prescottella.
Description of Prescottella gen. nov.

Prescottella (Pres.cot.tel'la. N.L. fem. dim. n. Prescotella, named after John Prescott to celebrate his many contributions towards unravelling the pathogenicity of Rhodococcus equi).

Previous illegitimate name: Prescottia Jones et al. 2013

The description of the genus is as given for Prescottia in Jones et al. (2013). The type species of the genus is Prescottella equi comb. nov (Jones et al. 2013).

Description of Prescottella equi (Jones et al. 2013) comb. nov.

Prescottella equi (e’qui. L. n. equus horse; L. gen. n. of the horse).

Illegitimate homotypic synonym: Prescottia equi Jones et al. (2013).

The description of the species is as given for Prescottia equi in Jones et al. (2013). The type strain is C 7T (= ATCC 25729T = ATCC 6939T = CCUG 892T = CIP 54.72T = DSM 20307T = HAMBI 2061T = JCM 1311T = JCM 3209T = LMG 18452T = NBRC 101255T = NCTC 1621T = NRRL B-16538T = VKM Ac-953T).
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