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THE COMMODITY OF TRADE 
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 The increasing visibility of these designed artefacts in our media-driven 

modern culture have at the same time led to the abandonment and loss of the designed artefacts] 

function of use (Sudjic, 2009). That is, the main function now appears to be the representation 

�R�I�� �V�X�F�K�� �J�R�R�G�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �S�U�R�À�O�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�U�H�D�W�R�U�V�� ���/�R�Q�J���� �������������� �7�K�H�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�D�V��

�Á�R�X�U�L�V�K�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���G�H�V�L�J�Q���K�D�V���S�O�D�\�H�G���D�Q���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���U�R�O�H���L�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

presence of design artefacts in printed and new media, Internet websites, and the exhibitions 

of design objects during design festivals and events (van Kester 2010).
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economic plan, while the producers were worthy of praise from the Royals. However, design 

started here to make its way as content for an entertaining event that people would pay for.

DQDQD' &(N'P#KM'N#K)@]I'C%"K'
F^U^'\'L#KA#K%J"#&I'%I'
JR('K(AK(I(&J%J"$(I'#C'%'
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 In 1939, the United States of America at the New York WorldÕs Fair presented 

a similar set-up to the Great Exhibition, in terms of organizational participation of the 

governmental powers. However, with the slogan ÒBuilding the World of TomorrowÓ, the fair 

was intended less commercially than the Great Exhibition, in the sense that the fair was not 

characterized by actual purchase and sale of products and machineries. The New York WorldÕs 

Fair of 1939 was oriented to showcase experimental and futuristic technologies and visions 

(Figure 2.03). 

This time the process of branding was put in action. Differently from the Great Exhibition, 

the producers were greater and more powerful organizations. On this occasion, the USA 

�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���W�K�H�L�U���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���À�U�P�V�����D�L�G�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���K�D�G��

built internationally known names. The United States were now represented by corporations 

�O�L�N�H���'�X�S�R�Q�W�����*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���0�R�W�R�U�V�����/�X�F�N�\���6�W�U�L�N�H���&�L�J�D�U�H�W�W�H�V�����$�7�	�7�����D�P�R�Q�J�V�W���R�W�K�H�U�V�����7�K�H���F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H��

culture was making its course with the help of leading industrial designers. Amongst them 

�Z�D�V�� �5�D�\�P�R�Q�G�� �/�R�H�Z�\�� �Z�K�R�� �P�D�G�H�� �K�L�V�� �D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �&�K�U�\�V�O�H�U�� �²�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �D�X�W�R�P�R�W�L�Y�H��

manufacturer (Sparke, 2004).

The American pavilion for the WorldÕs Fair of 1939 represented an important shift in the way 

design events were interpreted; a government now delegated corporations to represent their 

�&�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����:�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�
�V���Z�R�U�N�����W�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�V���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���J�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�F�H�����7�K�H���U�L�V�H���R�I��

the designer as a leading actor in public culture was about to become evident thanks to media 

and events.







IT

'0/5(+1(1%*(W7'*7:(0=(W05*)2(F)1(&2([*4(\0)M@($%*('7..0)1(+25(+..)0;+/(0=(W0WF(/*5(10(

&2,)*+'*5(.)057,1('+/*'(57)&26(1%*(*-%&3&1&02(1&:*@(^&:&/+)/8<(O005(C*'&62(3*,+:*(+()*67/+)(

�R�F�F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���0�R�0�$���X�S���X�Q�W�L�O���L�W�V���¿�Q�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W���L�Q���������������7�R�G�D�\���W�U�D�F�H�V���R�I���L�W�V���H�W�K�R�V���F�D�Q���V�W�L�O�O���E�H��

=0725(&2(1%*(W0WF('10)*'(1%+1(0.*2*5(&2(1%*(a^<(f+.+2(+25(d0)*+@($%*)*<(,/+''&,(=7)2&17)*(

+25( %07'*%0/5( .)057,1'( ,+2( 3*( .7),%+'*5( 38( +2802*( 4&1%( 1%*( )*+''7)&26( *250)'*:*21( 0=(

W0WF@($%*('1)+1*68(0=(*-%&3&1&26(5*'&62*5(.)057,1'(&2(+(:7'*7:(%+5(+(/026(/+'1&26(&:.+,1(

&2(1%*(:+)M*1&26('1)+1*6&*'(0=('0:*(3)+25'@(D1+/&+2(M&1,%*2(+25(1+3/*4+)*(,0:.+28(F/*''&(&2(

1%*(P`'(%+5('**2(&1'(.)057,1'(*-%&3&1*5(&2(:7'*7:'<(/&M*(1%*(Z)&6%102(W7'*7:(hc**'?W+==*&<(

"``"E(TLi@(Z8(./+,&26(&1'(.)057,1'(&2('7,%(,7/17)+/(,021*-1'<(1%*(3)+25(+25(&1'(.)057,1'()+&'*5(

1%*&)('1+17'(10(1%*(02*'(0=(1%*(:7'*7:'(*-%&3&1&26(1%*:(hf7/&*)<("``PE(TPi@

(

�:�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �S�R�Z�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �P�X�V�H�X�P���� �0�R�0�$���� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �W�U�D�Q�V�K�L�S�S�H�G�� �L�W�V��

�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�R�Q�¿�Q�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���0�X�V�H�X�P���W�R���W�K�H���V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J���P�D�O�O�V�����E�X�W���L�W���H�Y�H�Q���V�X�F�F�H�H�G�H�G���L�Q��

1)+2',*25&26( 6*06)+.%&,+/( +25( .0/&1&,+/( 30)5*)'@( $%*( *;*21'( C*'&62( =0)( a'*( a^F( +25( J`(

\*+)'(0=(F:*)&,+2(F)1<(4%&,%(4*)*( ;+)&+1&02'(0=(1%*(O005(C*'&62( '*)&*'<(%*/5(&2(Y7)0.*(

725*)(1%*(&//7'1)&07'(1)+5*:+)M(0=(W0WF(57)&26(1%*(,0/5(4+)(8*+)'(+)*(*;&5*2,*(0=( '7,%(

�L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�����0�R�0�$���D�F�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V���D�Q���D�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U�����D���P�H�V�V�H�Q�J�H�U���D�W���W�K�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���R�I��

1%*(a@^@(O0;*)2:*21(+25(&1'( .0/&1&,+/(+25(*,020:&,(+6*25+@($%*(F:*)&,+2(60;*)2:*21]'(

7'*(0=(W0WF(+'(+2(&21*):*5&+)8(.)0;*5('7,,*''=7/<('&2,*(W0WF()*.)*'*21*5(+(,0:=0)1&26(

*21&18(+/'0(=0)(1%0'*(H0721)&*'(4%*)*(+(5&)*,1(&2;0/;*:*21(0=(1%*(a2&1*5(^1+1*'(407/5(%+;*(

+4+M*2*5(1%*(72./*+'+21(:*:0)&*'(0=(1%*()*,*21(4+)(hW,C02+/5<("``IG("``Pi@

^&:&/+)(10(1%*(O)*+1(Y-%&3&1&02(0=(!PJ!<(1%*(O005(C*'&62('*)&*'(&2(&1'(;+)&07'(:+2&=*'1+1&02'(

.)0:01*5(+(2*4(+*'1%*1&,(+25(1%*(204(,02'0/&5+1*5(&257'1)8(0=(:+''?.)057,1&02(+25(+55*5(+2(

�H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�L�G�H�����,�Q���G�R�L�Q�J���V�R�����L�W���G�L�G���Q�R�W���X�V�H���D���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���¿�J�X�U�H���D�V���D���V�\�P�E�R�O���R�I���F�U�H�G�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�U��

�F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���¿�U�P�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�����E�X�W���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���D���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���±���0�R�0�$�����7�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�R�V�H��

+)1*=+,1'(4*)*( )*6+)5*5(+'(+71%0)'(40)1%8(0=( '.+,*(&2(+( .)*'1&6&07'( :7'*7:(1)+5&1&02+//8(

)*'*);*5(=0)(+)1<(4&1%(1%*&)('&62+17)*'(0=1*2(=*+17)*5(02(1%*(5*'&62*5(.)057,1'@($%0'*(5*'&62*)'(

4*)*(.&02**)'(0=(+(2*4(6*2*)+1&02(0=(.)0=*''&02+/'(M2042(+25()*'.*,1*5(38(1%*(.73/&,@($%&'(

4+'(201(02/8(57*(10(1%*(,)*5&1(6&;*2(38(W0WF<(371(+/'0(10(1%*(:*5&+(&257'1)8<(4%&,%(./+8*5(

+(,)7,&+/()0/*(&2(1%&'('%&=1@(B0.7/+)(:+6+>&2*'(/&M*($&:*(+25(B/+8308('1+)1*5(3*'104&26(1%*&)(

+11*21&02(201(:7,%(02(1%*(.)057,1'(0)(1%*(3)+25'(.)057,&26(1%*:<(371(02(1%*&)(+71%0)'(A(1%*(

5*'&62*)'@(



IP

!"#$%&'()*(+,%&'#%-'&('&.,&/

DQDQG' JR('%O(K"L%&'(TR"H"J"#&'
"&'O#IL#N'F^W^'\'
@(I"!&(KI'%I'L8)J8K%)'
"&J(KO(@"%K"(I

( D2( !LJP<( 1%*( a^^Q( +25( a^F( +6)**5( 02( +2( *-,%+26*( 0=( *-%&3&1&02'( +3071(

C9:"&4:&I'3&:74.;.#8'+41' :$;3$%&L(10(3*(%*/5(&2(*+,%(01%*)]'( ,0721)&*'(1%*(=0//04&26(8*+)@(

a2/&M*(1%*(F:*)&,+2( .+;&/&02(+1(1%*(U0)/5]'(K+&)(0=( !L#L<(1%*(a^F(5&5(201(+'M(+28( :0)*(

,0).0)+1&02'(10(.)0;&5*(+()*.)*'*21+1&02(0=(1%*('1+1*(0=(1%*(+)1(0=(1%*(F:*)&,+2('0,&*18@($%*8(

+'M*5(5*'&62*)'G(+(5*'&62( ,07./*<(H%+)/*'( +25(Q+8(Y+:*'( 10(3*( :0)*( .)*,&'*@(D2'1*+5(0=(

=0,7'&26(02(.)057,1'<(1%*(,07./*(.)*.+)*5(+(.+;&/&02(4&1%(:7/1&./*(',)**2'(hH0/0:&2+<("` !̀i@(

�2�Q���W�K�H�V�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�V���V�F�H�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�I�H���Z�H�U�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�H�G�����7�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J��

�E�L�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�L�V���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�����L�V���W�K�D�W���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���D�V��

1%*(3*'1(&21*).)*1*)'(10(5*.&,1(+25()*.)*'*21(1%*(,7/17)*(0=(1%0'*(5+8'@(W0)*(&:.0)1+21/8<(1%*8(

%+;*(502*(1%&'(4&1%071('%04&26(1%*&)(.)057,1'<(371('&:./8(.)0;&5&26(1%*(/*2'(1%*8(03'*);*5(

1%*(40)/5(4&1%@(

F,)0''(1%*(F1/+21&,<(&2(Y7)0.*<(1%*(5*'&62(,7/17)*(4+'(+/'0(6)04&26(,02'&5*)+3/8@(D2(D1+/8(1%*(

�¿�U�V�W���G�H�V�L�J�Q���P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H�V���Z�H�U�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D�Q�G���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���U�H�O�H�D�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���¿�U�V�W���L�V�V�X�H�V�����%�H�V�L�G�H�V���'�R�P�X�V��

+25(H+'+3*//+<(301%(+/)*+58(*'1+3/&'%*5(&2(!L"P<(1%*(J`'(+25(N`'('+4(1%*(3&)1%(0=(S11+6020<(

F3&1+)*<(^1&/*(D257'1)&+<(+:026'1(01%*)'(h^.+)M*<("``IE(!N"i@($%*'*(:+6+>&2*'(407/5(5*.&,1(

�W�K�H���S�D�V�W���� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���I�X�W�X�U�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H���H�\�H�V�� �R�I�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�V���� �D�I�¿�U�P�L�Q�J�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q��

+'(+(./+8*)(&2(1%*(:*5&+(&257'1)8<(3*8025(1%*(02*(0=(.)057,1'@(F1(1%*('+:*(1&:*<(1%*(:*5&+(

&257'1)8('1+)1*5(10(./+8(+()0/*(&2(1%*(5*'&62(,0::72&18<(72+;0&5+3/8(&:.+,1&26(1%*(5*'&62(

&257'1)8(+'(+(4%0/*@

DQDQW' JR('L8KK(&J'I"J8%J"#&'\'
@(I"!&"&!'C#K'JR('O(@"%

�� �7�K�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���À�R�X�U�L�V�K�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���G�H�V�L�J�Q��

%+'(./+8*5(+2(&:.0)1+21()0/*(&2(&2,)*+'&26(1%*(.)*'*2,*(0=(5*'&62(+)1*=+,1'(&2(.)&21*5(+25(2*4(

�P�H�G�L�D�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���G�H�V�L�J�Q���R�E�M�H�F�W�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���G�H�V�L�J�Q���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�V���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q�W�V��

$%*(+11*21&02(6&;*2(10(1%*()*.)*'*21+1&02(0=(5*'&62(%+'(6)042(,02'&5*)+3/8(&2(1%*(/+'1(1*2(

�W�R���¿�I�W�H�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H���P�H�G�L�D�¶�V���D�S�S�H�W�L�W�H���I�R�U���Q�H�Z���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���K�D�V���O�H�D�G���W�K�H�P���W�R���Y�R�U�D�F�L�R�X�V�O�\���S�X�E�O�L�V�K��

.)*''()*/*+'*'(:+&2/8(,0:&26(5&)*,1/8(=)0:(1%*(5*'&62*)'(1%*:'*/;*'<(+/026(4&1%(5*',)&.1&;*(

�U�H�S�R�U�W�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V���� �7�K�H�� �P�H�G�L�D�¶�V�� �V�D�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �K�D�V�� �D�P�S�O�L�¿�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�D�F�K�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�V��

+25(6+)2*)*5(+(/+)6*)(+75&*2,*@(B0.7/+)(5*'&62(4*3'&1*<(C*'&62300:@,0:(%+'()*.0)1*5(1%*(

27:3*)(0=(:021%/8()*+5*)'(10(3*(I@"(:&//&02(+=1*)(+3071(1*2(8*+)'(0=(+,1&;&18(hC*'&62300:@



IL

,0:<(" !̀̀ i@(S2*(0=(&1'(,0:.*1&10)'(/+72,%*5(&2([0;*:3*)("``N<(C*>**2@,0:<(.+''*5(=)0:(N(

:&//&02(0=(8*+)/8(;&'&10)'(&2("``P(10(+/:0'1(!"(:&//&02(=0)(1%*(8*+)("``L(hC*>**2@,0:<(" !̀̀ i@(

C*'&62(&'(204+5+8'(+/'0()*67/+)/8(=*+17)*5(&2(2*4'.+.*)'(+25(/&=*'18/*(:+6+>&2*'<(3*,0:&26(

+( '1)026( .+)1( 0=( 07)( ;&'7+/( ,7/17)*( h^.+)M*<( "``Ii@( C+1+( '7..0)1&26( 1%*( :+62&175*( 0=( 1%*(

�P�R�V�W�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �¿�J�X�U�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �)�X�U�Q�L�W�X�U�H�� �)�D�L�U��

�R�I�� �0�L�O�D�Q���� �+�H�U�H���� �W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I�� �M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q������������ �D�Q�G������������ �K�D�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���I�R�X�U�I�R�O�G����

4%&/*(1%*(27:3*)(0=(;&'&10)'(5073/*5<()*+,%&26(1%*(,02'&5*)+3/*(+:0721(0=(#IP<```(&2("``P(

���)�L�J�X�U�H�����������������&�2�6�0�,�7�������������������%�H�V�L�G�H���W�K�L�V���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O���I�D�L�U���W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���R�Q�H���Y�H�Q�X�H���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q��

1%*(071'M&)1(0=(W&/+2<(+(:8)&+5(0=(*;*21'(+)*(%*/5(&2(:0)*(1%+2(N``(;*27*'('.)*+5(+,)0''(1%*(

�F�L�W�\�����)�L�J�X�U�H�����������������$�G�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�Q�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O���I�D�L�U�����W�K�H��

101+/(27:3*)(&'(:0)*(1%+2(J``<```(hZ+/57&2&(*1(+/@<(" !̀#i@($0(6&;*(+('*2'*(0=(1%*(:+62&175*(0=(

1%&'(*;*21<(02*('%07/5(,02'&5*)(1%+1(&1(1+M*'(1%*(_*2&,*(F)1(Z&*22+/*(?(02*(0=(1%*(:+&2(,7/17)+/(

�H�Y�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�������V�L�[���P�R�Q�W�K�V���W�R���U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U���M�X�V�W�������������������Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V�����%�U�L�W�L�V�K���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O����

"``Li@

�:�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���Z�H�H�N�����W�K�H���,�W�D�O�L�D�Q���H�Y�H�Q�W�����L�Q���L�W�V���P�R�V�W���U�H�F�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�¿�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���D���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O��

;*27*(1%+1('%04,+'*'(,0::*),&+/(3)+25'<(+('+1*//&1*(;*27*(=0)(80726(5*'&62*)'<(&25*.*25*21(

5*'&62*)'(+25(',%00/'<(+25(+(:+''(0=(,0//+1*)+/(*;*21'(%+..*2&26(&2(5&'.+)+1*(/0,+1&02'(4&1%&2(

1%*( ,&18( 0=( W&/+2@( $%*'*( *;*21'<( &2;0/;*( &25&'1&2,1/8( *'1+3/&'%*5( +25( *:*)6*21( 5*'&62*)'<(

,0//*,1&;*'<(',%00/'<(3)+25'<(5*'&62(+''0,&+1&02'(+25(6+//*)&*'(hK70)&'+/02*@&1<(" !̀!i@

50000

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

0

100000

150000

200000

250000

300000

350000

!"#$%&'=)*\)'O$,<&%'.F'>"9"3.%9']8^'+33&41"4#'37&'W+;.4&'1&;'0.<";&'.F'0";+4'&+:7'8&+%'F%.,'
(SS('3.'=*(=']H^





J!

The Salone del Mobile �R�I���0�L�O�D�Q���L�V���R�Q�O�\���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���À�O�O���W�K�H���F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U���R�I��

�G�H�V�L�J�Q���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V���D�Q�G���D�À�F�L�R�Q�D�G�R�V���R�I���W�K�H���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���Z�R�U�O�G�����Y�D�Q���.�H�V�W�H�U�������������������)�U�R�P���/�R�Q�G�R�Q��

�W�R�� �(�L�Q�G�K�R�Y�H�Q���� �3�D�U�L�V�� �W�R�� �%�H�U�O�L�Q���� �H�Y�H�Q�� �H�[�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �7�R�N�\�R���� �1�H�Z�� �<�R�U�N�� �D�Q�G�� �&�D�S�H�� �7�R�Z�Q�� �²�� �M�X�V�W��

�W�R�� �P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �D�� �I�H�Z�� �²�� �P�R�V�W���P�D�L�Q�� �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �Q�R�Z�� �K�R�V�W���D�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�� �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O���� �7�K�H�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���P�R�G�H�O��

of design festivals reveal a large complex industry in which more than the products what is 

made visible is the magnitude of design as a marketing tool and the interests of a variety of 

actors participating in it. The fact that British designer Jasper Morrison provocatively suggests 

ÒSalone del MarketingÓ, instead of ÒSalone del MobileÓ, as a better name for the Milanese 

venue, more accurately describes purpose of design events (Rawsthorn, 2012). 

The scale and cultural relevance of such events reached the point of impacting the reputation 

�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �K�R�V�W�L�Q�J�� �F�L�W�L�H�V���� �'�H�V�L�J�Q�� �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�V�� �F�D�Q�� �L�Q�� �I�D�F�W�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �S�U�R�À�O�H�V�� �R�Q�� �D�V�S�H�F�W�V�� �O�L�N�H��

livability, dynamicity and culture, which in our times are important factors for global rankings 

(Sassen, 2002; Sedini, 2011). Therefore, it can be stated that design, through its representation 

in a mediated context - such as a festival - has relevance beyond the industry and its closest 

community (Florida, 2002).

In the mediated contexts of fairs and magazines, a variety of different designs are showcased: 

from big brands exhibiting their latest commercial collections for the larger market, to 

designers presenting their prototypes conceived for larger productions and indeed looking 

for manufacturers and distributors. Brands, manufacturers and distributors represent the 

common network for a product designer. These actors still populate the design events and 

media, improving their sales, network, recruitment and promotion (Power and Jansson, 
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&2=0):*5( 1%*( 4+8( 1%*( :+&2( '1758( %+'( 3**2( ./+22*5( +25( ,0257,1*5@( K7)1%*):0)*<( 1%*(
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 In an attempt to provide a comprehensive investigation of the topic, this thesis 

adopted a multiple methods design �Z�K�L�O�H���J�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Y�D�O�X�L�Q�J���E�R�W�K���T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���T�X�D�O�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H��

�G�D�W�D�����&�R�O�O�L�Q�V���������������������²�����������,�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\�����D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H���G�D�W�D���Z�H�U�H���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q���L�Q��

order to learn more about some aspects this research touched upon, like what constitutes a 

�P�H�G�L�D���S�U�R�À�O�H���D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���I�D�F�W�R�U�V���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H���L�W�����7�K�R�V�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���S�U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�Q���V�R�P�H��

cases they could have been carried out in a discrete way, without having to engage with other 

�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V�����R�U���U�H�P�R�W�H�O�\�����W�K�X�V���Q�R�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J���K�L�J�K���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���P�R�Q�H�\�����7�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O��

activities have helped in exploring the territory and improving the knowledge about the context. 

�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���K�D�Y�H���O�H�G���W�R���Q�H�Z���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���G�L�G���Q�R�W���V�H�H�P���W�R���À�Q�G���D�Q���D�Q�V�Z�H�U��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H���G�D�W�D���V�H�W�V�����6�R�����L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V�����T�X�D�O�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��

activities have been planned and 725*)1+M*2@( R7+21&1+1&;*( +25( 97+/&1+1&;*( 5+1+( %+;*( 3**2(

*:3*55*5(10(37&/5(1%*(2*,*''+)8(M204/*56*(10(,+))8(071(1%&'()*'*+),%(hH0//&2'<(" !̀̀ E(J ì@(D2(

1%&'('*,1&02(D(5*',)&3*(+//(1%*(+,1&;&1&*'(,02'1&171&26(1%&'()*'*+),%<(%04(*+,%(%+'(&2=0):*5(1%*(

01%*)(+25(1%*&)()0/*(&2(1%*(4%0/*()*'*+),%@

$%*(.)*/&:&2+)8('175&*'(725*)1+M*2(10(&2=0):(1%&'()*'*+),%(+)*(1%)**=0/5E

m( F('7);*8(5&'1)&371*5(10(14*/;*('*/*,1*5(5*'&62*)'@

m( $%*(,0//*,1&02(+25(+2+/8'&'(0=(5+1+(5*)&;&26(=)0:(1%*(7'*(0=(O006/*(F/*)1'@

m( $%*( '%+504&26(&2(K0):+K+21+':+]'(5*'&62( '175&0(3*=0)*(1%*(^+/02*(5*/(

W03&/*(0=(W&/+2(" !̀!@
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Y7)0.*+2(5*'&62*)'(%+'(3**2(,0257,1*5@($%&'(*-./0)+10)8('7);*8(=*+17)*5('*;*)+/(97*'1&02'(

10(3*(+2'4*)*5(4&1%(1%*(+&5(0=(+(c&,M*)1(',+/*@(D1'(+&:(4+'(10(%*/.(725*)'1+25&26(%04(5*'&62*)'(

;+/7*(02(+2(*,020:&,(+25(.*)'02+/(/*;*/(1%*&)(;&'&3&/&18(02(5*'&62(+25(202?5*'&62(:*5&+(h'**(

F..*25&-(Di@(

^*/*,1*5(5*'&62*)'<(10(4%0:(%+'(3**2(6)+21*5(+2028:&18<(:*1(1%*(=0//04&26(,)&1*)&+E

m( Z*&26(1%*(=0725*)(+25(042*)(0=(+2(&25*.*25*21(5*'&62(.)+,1&,*@

m( Z*&26(725*)(I`(8*+)'(0/5@
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m( X+;&26(6)+57+1*5(3*14**2("```(+25("``L@

m( Z*&26(,7))*21/8(3+'*5(&2(Y7)0.*@

m( X+;&26(:0)*(1%+2(02*(.&*,*(0=(40)M(=*+17)*5(02(&21*)2+1&02+/(:+6+>&2*'(

+25(*-%&3&1*5(&2(&21*)2+1&02+/(5*'&62(*;*21'

�7�K�H�V�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D���K�R�P�R�J�H�Q�R�X�V���S�U�R�¿�O�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���V�X�U�Y�H�\�H�G���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V����

�W�K�D�W���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���R�Q�H���R�I���D���\�R�X�Q�J���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U���Z�L�W�K���D���P�H�G�L�D���S�U�R�¿�O�H�����)�L�U�V�W�O�\�����W�K�H���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W��

�D�U�R�V�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�U�Y�H�\�� �P�D�G�H�� �F�O�H�D�U�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�V�� ������������ �D�U�H�� �L�Q��
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1%+2(+2(*,020:&,(0..0)172&18@($%&)5/8<(1%*('7);*8(%&6%/&6%1*5(1%+1<(02(+(.*)'02+/(/*;*/<(1%*(
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*-%&3&1&02'<(1%*('7);*8(/*5(10(140(,02,/7'&02'E

m( �7�K�H�� �I�D�F�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�V�� �G�R�� �Q�R�W�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�� �K�L�J�K�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�� �I�U�R�P��

�W�K�H�L�U���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H���P�H�G�L�D���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V���W�K�D�W���P�R�Q�H�W�D�U�\���S�U�R�¿�W�V���L�V���Q�R�W���D���G�L�U�H�F�W��
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1%+1@
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*'1+3/&'%(1%*:'*/;*'(+'(+71%0)'(3*8025(1%*(/&:&1'(0=(1%*(40)/5(0=(5*'&62(
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�D�Q�G���³�+�H�O�O�D���-�R�Q�J�H�U�L�X�V� �́����5�H�V�X�O�W�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�H�D�U�F�K�H�G���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V���Z�H�U�H���P�D�Q�X�D�O�O�\��

�¿�O�W�H�U�H�G�����)�R�U���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����D�O�H�U�W�V���D�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�L�Q�J���M�R�E���S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�X�O�G���D�S�S�H�D�U���X�Q�G�H�U���³�V�W�X�G�L�R��
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$%* anomalies in the attention garnered by selected representatives of the design industry that 

the study has highlighted, lead to two main observations:
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FormaFantasma manage the media maintaining a delicate balance between the need to 

perpetuate their work through online media so that curiosity and expectation is instilled in the 

audience, and being careful not to distribute the visuals too early, which would limit media 

attention in the aftermath. High-resolution images are a precious commodity, which are made 
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Wood Ring Bench

Gradient Mashrabiya Sideboard

Dusk / Dawn Mirror

Coloured Vases

Streamline Carpet and Torque Vases

Botanica Collection

Studio base

�'�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�·�V���S�U�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�F�H

�'�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�·�V���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q

Commissioner base
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