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Talk us through the model? 
 
 
Right, soÉ 
 
I feel like I should... Imagine human scale to be about the size of the lighter. That is 
human scale, but it isnÕt a person. The lighter isnÕt a person; it is maybe some kind of 
ornamental thing that is for redirecting people through the space. It could be a stone 
block with a plant pot on it or something like that but it is aboutÉ it cuts up the space. 
 
These things could be [pointing to the books laid down in the foreground], are like, 
kindaÕ like stone forms. They are probably combinations of things so they have like 
different functions, they might break up the space, stop people moving through but 
could also like be softened byÉ there might be seating areas or something. It might be 
the sort of thing where you can get information or you can buy something. But their 
main purpose is to break up the space. 
 
Umm, that is this one and this one um. [pointing again] They are vague, what they 
look like they are there to do. They donÕt advertise their presence they are quite 
discreet. Whereas these things [pointing to the pair of vertically arranged blocks] are, 
kind ofÉ I donÕt really know. TheyÕreÉ theyÕre definitely meant to display something 
quite authoritative, they are symmetrical in the space. Definitely symmetrical in the 
space, kind of columns, or, they might not even be solid something like flags or 
something but they are very , where as these are discreet , these are very much meant 
to be directing you when you come in. I imagine you enter the space somewhere back 
here and you come in and it is rising up at the back. 
 
This feels like [gesturing to the toilet paper draped at the back], these are the soft 
moving fabrics that I imagined at the beginning it could be kind of hangings or a 
banner orÉ or it might be flags. It might be something stuck to the wall that is just 
moving incidentally or like something that is meant to be moving. Umm this is a kind 
of solid wall at the back but it has glass in it, uur, you can go through it, this whole 
thing is like a threshold. Going through from softer to harder. It might stop you at any 
point here, before you are allowed to come through here. It is a very controlled space; 
at the same time, it is not trying to be directly adversarial but ultimately it is rigid. 
 
 
Can you hear me? (Laughs) 
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I am in absolute darkness. I wait for a moment. Still nothing is visible, not even the red 
and blue blobs of remembered light floating across my retinas. Blackness. I wave my 
hands where I am sure they should be seen and feel the air brush across my face, 
smiling at the unfamiliarity of this situation. I edge into the space, arms ahead, not 
daring to lift my feet too far from the floor. Scraping forwards my left foot hits 
something, and I tilt my leg to meet another vertical and lean my knee against it as if 
for stability. Following the rise, I find the edge of the surface in front of me and rest my 
waist against it, shifting my weight back onto both feet, anchored again.  

 
Drawing a space as wide as my reach, I locate the box and the plastic film back that 
were not quite where I had expected them.  Although I had rehearsed this in the light 
and knew what I needed to do, now out of sight, yet right in front of me, things felt 
different; the sheet of film bigger, my fingers coarser, the scents of chemistry touching 
my nose. The edge of the film curves more now and the grooves that receive the film 
grind and stick as I push the sheet into place.  Is it in? Unsure fingers, careful not to 
touch the emulsion that will catch the light, look for the corners, first of the dark slide, 
then of the film, mapping the two against each other. The friction of the dark slide 
presses home, to lock the hinged edge in place. Confirming this I run my hand over the 
now sealed object. Repacking the box, sliding the tightly fitting elements back together, 
I retrace my shuffled steps across the floor to the wall where I find the light switch and 
the world shrinks back into visibility. 
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I paddle out into the North Sea with a friend, away from the land with the pinhole 
camera and some 5x4 film backs packed in a watertight plastic box. Beyond the rocks 
and the now miniaturised landscape of houses and promenades I prepare the camera. 
The sea is calm but out here there is no shelter. Even the small waves move the boat, 
and the breeze pushing at the bow chills wet hands, cramping them with cold.  I take a 
meter reading; 30 seconds at Ä64. Double that four times, an estimate to compensate for 
the loss of light below the surface. I clip a weight to the cameraÕs base and a long line 
remove the dark slide and the apparatus is set. Starting the stopwatch, I remove the 
shutter and let go, watching the camera slowly sink, releasing occasional bubbles until 
it disappears from view.  The unseen pendulum of the camera pulls tight on the line 
connected to the buoy and it swings away from the edge of the boat. We are both in 
motion, drifting. 
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internally and externally, from a locally limited site to incorporate an increasing 

array of multi-scalar actants within the assemblage of the North Sea.  
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become, as Negarestani (2015) suggests, generative positions from which to 

navigate a hitherto unknown global situation, from which knowledge of that 

situation can be produced.!

 

This developing understanding that the North Sea is not located exclusively 

offshore but is distributed across multiple local sites that contribute to a wider 

knowledge of a global situation, is an enquiry that I expanded further =-!
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