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 12 

Abstract 13 

Cool colored coating and phase change materials (PCM) are two passive cooling strategies 14 

often used separately in many studies and applications. This paper investigated the 15 

integration of cool colored coating and PCM for building cooling through experimental and 16 

numerical studies. Results showed that cool colored coating and PCM are two 17 

complementary passive cooling strategies that could be used concurrently in tropical climate 18 

where cool colored coating in the form of paint serves as the “first protection” to reflect solar 19 

radiation and a thin layer of PCM forms the “second protection” to absorb the conductive 20 

heat that cannot be handled by cool paint. Unlike other climate zones where PCM is only 21 

seasonally effective and cool paint is only beneficial during summer, the application of the 22 

proposed PCM cool colored coating in building envelope could be effective throughout the 23 
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entire year with a monthly cooling energy saving ranging from 5 to 12% due to the uniform 24 

climatic condition all year round in tropical Singapore. 25 

 26 

Keywords: cool colored coating; cool paint; phase change material (PCM); tropical climate; 27 

building cooling; cooling energy savings 28 

 29 

1. Introduction 30 

Building energy efficiency and saving strategies have gained considerable attention recently 31 

due to the increase of energy consumption and carbon emissions in building sectors [1]. Both 32 

governments and scientific communities around the world have made significant efforts to 33 

enhance energy efficiency in buildings. The World Green Building Council (WGBC) has 34 

partnered with leading cities around the world to dramatically ramp up energy efficiency 35 

within buildings. The European Commission has set a target for all new buildings to be 36 

nearly zero-energy buildings by 2020 [2]. In Singapore, the 2nd Green Building Masterplan 37 

also set a goal of achieving 80 percent green buildings in the nation by 2030 [3]. 38 

 39 

The energy consumption in HVAC (heating, ventilation and air conditioning) system 40 

accounts for the largest portion of the end-use energy both in residential and non-residential 41 

sectors, making it a primary objective for the energy efficiency enhancement [1]. Especially 42 

for space cooling, the energy demand has kept increasing in the last few decades due to the 43 

growing number of modern buildings with extensive glazing, the climate change effect and 44 

the increased thermal expectations [4,5]. In order to mitigate the cooling demand increase as 45 

well as to improve indoor thermal comfort, passive cooling strategies have been widely 46 

applied to buildings and intensive researches have been undertaken in this field [6-9]. Passive 47 

cooling strategies include all the preventive measures to reject external heat from entering 48 
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through the envelopes of buildings through natural process of heat transfer, i.e. conduction, 49 

convection, radiation, and evaporation [10]. 50 

 51 

The application of cool color coating in the form of paint to building exteriors is a passive 52 

cooling strategy aimed to prevent overheating of buildings by solar radiation control. Cool 53 

paint is a type of cool material used on surfaces, characterized by high solar reflectance (SR) 54 

and high infrared emittance, which reduce the solar radiation absorbed by building envelopes 55 

and facilitate the heat dissipation to the outside [11]. With these two properties, cool paint is 56 

regarded as a promising technique to limit surface temperature increase and has been widely 57 

applied to buildings for cooling load reduction. A review article based on 27 literatures 58 

reported that cooling energy savings by the application of cool materials on residential and 59 

commercial buildings vary from 2% to 44%, with an average saving of about 20% [12]. 60 

Experiments conducted by Levinson et al. [13, 14] also indicated that the peak cooling 61 

demands of non-residential buildings were reduced by 10-30% by using cool materials. 62 

Simulation studies supported these results and allowed performance analysis in various 63 

climatic conditions. The numerical study conducted by Shi et al. [15] has concluded that in 64 

tropical climate, cool materials with high solar reflectance and high long-wave emissivity is 65 

the most favorable strategy to reduce building energy consumptions. 66 

 67 

The use of phase change materials (PCM) as thermal energy storage materials in building 68 

envelope is another passive cooling measure aimed to absorb conductive heat. PCM is 69 

capable of absorbing and releasing massive latent heat during phase transition in a narrow 70 

temperature range, during which the thermal storage density is order-of-magnitude higher 71 

than normal building materials [16]. A variety of experimental and numerical studies on 72 

PCMs integrated into building envelopes have verified the performance of PCM to lower 73 
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peak indoor temperatures and to reduce cooling demands in summer months for various 74 

regions [17-21]. The experiment conducted by Zhou et al. [17] showed that a PCM lining on 75 

the interior surface of the walls and ceiling reduced daily peak indoor temperature by up to 76 

2°C in Beijing, China. The energy performance of a PCM plaster retrofitted building 77 

envelope was investigated numerically in Mediterranean climate and cooling energy savings 78 

up to 7.2% was reported [18]. The integration of PCM panels into a cubicle for space cooling 79 

was tested in Lleida, Spain [19]. It was found that the PCM could lower peak temperature up 80 

to 1°C and reduced cooling demands by 15%. Lei et al. [22] also showed that PCM with 81 

phase change temperature of 28°C applied to exterior wall surfaces can effectively reduce the 82 

heat gains through building envelopes in tropical climate. 83 

 84 

As reviewed above, both cool paint and PCM were studied separately as passive cooling 85 

strategies to lower surface temperatures and thus reduce cooling load of buildings. While cool 86 

paint can effectively reduce the solar radiative heat absorbed by building envelopes, it has 87 

little effect in preventing conductive heat transfer through building envelopes. In this regard, 88 

the addition of PCM would be an ideal candidate to complement the cooling performance of 89 

the cool paint. Lu et al. [23] developed an energy efficient roof by adding a bulk PCM layer 90 

in the middle layer of the roof and a cool coating layer on the roof top. The field test showed 91 

that the proposed roof is able to reduce the incoming heat flux. Few studies investigated 92 

PCM-modified cool color coating by directly mixing microencapsulated PCM (MPCM) into 93 

cool paint. MPCM possesses several advantages over the bulk PCM in applications, including 94 

large surface area for quick heat transfer, easy integration into conventional construction 95 

materials and protection against destruction [24, 25]. Jeong et al. [26] investigated the 96 

compatibility between the MPCM and different types of paint. Results indicated that MPCM 97 

has better compatibility, thermal property and durability in the hydrophilic paint than that in 98 
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the hydrophobic counterpart. Karlessi et al. [27] reported that a MPCM-modified cool paint 99 

could further reduce surface temperatures by 0.6-2.6°C when compared to the surfaces coated 100 

with only the cool paint. Chung et al., however, found no significant difference of surface 101 

temperatures between the two in summer weather condition [28]. This highlights the 102 

uncertainty and limited understanding of combing these two cooling strategies for building 103 

applications.  104 

 105 

This paper investigated the efficacy of adopting cool paint and PCM as complementary 106 

cooling strategies for building cooling load reduction in tropics through experiments and 107 

numerical simulations. It has been reported that the amount of PCM applied to building 108 

envelopes is a critical factor for building cooling applications [22]. Sufficient amount of PCM 109 

is necessary to achieve required cooling performance. As reported by Lei et al. [22], the 110 

envelope heat gain can be reduced by 10% when a PCM layer of 3 mm was applied on the 111 

building envelope. This highlights the limitation of applying MPCM-modified cool paint on 112 

building envelope for cooling load reduction as the thickness of the paint layer is very small 113 

(usually about 50-100 m) and the total amount of PCM engaged is very limited. To increase 114 

the PCM loading, a PCM cool colored coating system was developed in current study by 115 

incorporating MPCM into a cement-based skim coat with cool paint applied on the surface of 116 

the skim coat. The cooling performance in terms of surface and indoor air temperatures of the 117 

resulting PCM cool colored coating system was tested experimentally on a scale-down model 118 

simulating a cubic room exposed to direct solar radiation. Moreover, a whole building energy 119 

simulation was carried out to evaluate the cooling energy savings of a calibrated model 120 

building adopting such PCM cool colored coating system in tropical Singapore. 121 

 122 

2. Materials and methods 123 
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2.1 Materials 124 

The skim coat used was a type of cementitious rendering mortar, which is the construction 125 

material commonly used to smooth the exterior surfaces of concrete or brick constructions, 126 

supplied by EMIX Ltd. The skim coat consists of cement, sands, fibers, cellulose ether, 127 

polymer powder, and water-repellent additives. PCM micro-capsules, which consist of 85-90 128 

wt.% paraffin encapsulated by a polymer-based shell with an average capsule size of 17-20 129 

μm and melting temperature of 28°C were supplied by Microtek Lab Inc. [29]. The selection 130 

of the phase change temperature of 28 oC was to ensure PCM can be fully discharged during 131 

the night in Singapore climate [22]. The polymer-shell PCM micro-capsules were chemically 132 

stable and inert and do not react with the skim coat [30]. To fabricate the PCM cool colored 133 

coating system, 20 wt. % of the PCM micro-capsules were incorporated into the skim coat. 134 

Solar reflective cool paint and normal paint with the same color (light grey) were provided by 135 

Nipsea Tech Pte Ltd. Both are acryl-based and suitable for exterior use of buildings and 136 

infrastructures. The cool paint is mainly composed of acrylic emulsion binders, fillers (calcite, 137 

kaolinite) and solar reflective pigments (titanium dioxide and other functional color 138 

pigments). The SRs of the normal and the cool paint were measured to be 0.19 and 0.38, 139 

respectively. The cool paint exhibited higher SR due to the incorporation of the solar 140 

reflective cool pigments. 141 

 142 

2.2 Sample preparation 143 

Four types of coating systems were prepared to investigate the cooling performance of 144 

combining cool paint and PCM. Type 1 (Control) is a control system where normal skim coat 145 

was coated with normal paint on the surface and type 2 (CP) is the normal skim coat with 146 

cool paint coated on the surface. Type 3 (PCM) adopts PCM-modified skim coat with the 147 
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normal paint coated on the surface while type 4 (CP+PCM) is the PCM cool colored coating 148 

system where the PCM-modified skim coat was coated with the cool paint on the surface. 149 

 150 

The skim coat was prepared by a planetary mixer. The fresh mixtures (both the normal and 151 

PCM-modified skim coat) were cast into molds with a dimension of 70 mm × 200 mm × 5 152 

mm and cured in an environmental chamber with a temperature of 28°C and relative humidity 153 

of 99%. The samples were demolded after 24 hours and stored in the same condition for 154 

another 6 days before surface painting and further tests.  155 

 156 

The density and thermal properties of the normal and PCM-modified skim coat were 157 

measured and summarized in Table 1. The thermal conductivity and the heat capacity were 158 

measured by using the Hot Disk thermal constants analyzer in accordance with the transient 159 

plane source (TPS) method in BS EN ISO 22007-2:2015 [31]. During the measurement, a 160 

3.189 mm radius TPS probe was sandwiched horizontally between the two identical hardened 161 

samples of either the normal or PCM-modified skim coat prepared described above and 162 

placed in a closed chamber to minimize the impact of the air flow around the samples. After 163 

an equilibrium time of 30 minutes in the laboratory (25°C), measurements were carried out 164 

with an output power of 0.08 W and measurement time of 10 seconds. As can be seen, the 165 

PCM-modified skim coat has a lower density and thermal conductivity due to the low density 166 

and thermal conductivity of the paraffin wax. The melting temperatures and latent heat of 167 

fusion of the encapsulated PCM and PCM-modified skim coat were determined by 168 

differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) tests and the DSC curves were shown in Fig. 1. For 169 

the test of PCM-modified skim coat, the fresh mixture was directly casted into the DSC 170 

sample pan and the DSC measurement was conducted 7 days after the casting. Both the PCM 171 

capsules and PCM-modified skim coat were tested with a temperature variation from 5 to 172 
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50°C and a heating rate of 2 °C/min. As can be seen, the peak phase change temperatures of 173 

the encapsulated PCM and the PCM skim coat are both around 28°C while the phase change 174 

ending temperature of the encapsulated PCM was few degrees higher than that of the PCM 175 

skim coat. This may be attributed to the presence of air gaps between the PCM capsules 176 

which retards the thermal response when compared with the PCM-modified skim coat where 177 

the air gaps are filled with cement paste. 178 

 179 

Table 1 Physical properties of the normal skim coat and the PCM-modified skim coat 180 

Physical property Normal skim coat PCM-modified skim coat 

Density (kg/m3) 1570 1260 

Thermal conductivity (W/m K) 0.76 0.43 

Specific heat capacity (J/kg K) 894 1405 

Latent heat of fusion (J/kg) - 38890 

 181 

 182 

Fig. 1. Heat capacity curves of the microencapsulated PCM and the PCM-modified 183 

skim coat. 184 

 185 

2.3 Experimental procedures 186 
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The test setup is schematically showed in Fig. 2. The sample was fitted in a well-insulated 187 

cubic box with the dimension of 70 mm × 200 mm × 130 mm. The top surface of the sample 188 

with the paint faced to a halogen tungsten lamp, simulating a natural sunlight condition over 189 

the box, with average irradiance of 680 W/m2 at the level of the top surface, which is close to 190 

the average daily solar irradiance in Singapore [22]. The setup was placed in a controlled 191 

room with air temperature of 25°C to maintain similar exposure conditions of each test by 192 

minimizing impacts of other outdoor environmental factors, such as unstable wind and 193 

shading.  194 

 195 

 196 

Fig. 2. Schematic diagram of experimental setup for thermal behavior test. 197 

 198 

One heating and cooling cycle consisting of a 15-minute-heating (lamp on) followed by a 15-199 

minute-cooling (lamp off) was performed for each test. The heating time of 15 minutes was 200 

selected so that the temperature on the exterior surface of the control sample (skim coat with 201 

normal paint) was similar to that on the building envelope exposed to direct solar radiation in 202 

Singapore, which is observed usually from 24-25°C in the morning to the highest temperature 203 



10 

 

of 50-60°C in the afternoon. While the constant radiation of 15-minute-heating did not 204 

represent the real environment where variable conditions are expected, it provided a rapid 205 

evaluation and comparison of the cooling performance of different coating systems. The 206 

performance of the coating systems in the real environment was evaluate in the next section 207 

through the whole building energy simulation of a calibrated model building by taking the 208 

variable climatic conditions and shading effects into consideration. 209 

 210 

Both the exterior and interior surface temperatures (Tes and Tis) of the sample were measured 211 

using T-type thermocouples with an accuracy of ± 0.5°C, which were calibrated by using an 212 

isothermal calibration bath. The internal air temperature (Ta) of the box was measured using a 213 

factory-calibrated Pt 100 resistance temperature detector (RTD) with an accuracy of ± 0.25°C. 214 

The temperature signals from the thermocouples and the RTD were recorded simultaneously 215 

into a data acquisition system with an acquisition rate of 2 Hz during the whole period of the 216 

test. 217 

 218 

2.4 Numerical simulation 219 

Whole building energy simulations were conducted by using the software EnergyPlus to 220 

evaluate the cooling energy savings through the combining use of cool paint and PCM in 221 

tropical climate. EnergyPlus is capable to simulate the material like PCM with variable 222 

specific heat and thermal conductivity by using the conduction finite difference (CondFD) 223 

solution as the heat balance algorithm [32], which was introduced in the previous work [22]. 224 

The accuracy of the general heat transfer calculations and the CondFD solution algorithm in 225 

EnergyPlus have been validated by many researchers and the EnergyPlus developer team [33]. 226 

 227 
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 A numerical building model was developed based on a single-story building located in 228 

Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. It is a rectangular-shaped building consisting 229 

of two rooms, i.e. a test room and a store room as shown in Fig. 3. The test room was an air-230 

conditioned room while the store room was non-air-conditioned. The construction and 231 

modelling details of the building were reported in [34]. This numerical building model has 232 

been successfully calibrated based on the experimental results of the roof and ceiling 233 

temperatures [34]. 234 

 235 

 236 

Fig. 3. Plan view of the simulated building. 237 

 238 

Singapore is situated near the equator and has a typically tropical climate with uniformly high 239 

temperatures and high humidity all year round. The weather data used in the simulation was 240 

the TMY weather data for Singapore obtained from the EnergyPlus weather dataset and the 241 

monthly weather data is shown in Table 2. As can be seen, it has an average annual 242 

temperature of 27.5°C with a small diurnal temperature range between a minimum of 24-243 

26°C and a maximum of 29-32°C. 244 

 245 
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Table 2. TMY weather data of Singapore used in the simulation 246 

Month Mean daily 

max. temp. 

[°C] 

Mean daily 

min. temp.  

[°C] 

Mean daily 

temp.  

[°C] 

Relative 

humidity 

[%] 

Global solar 

radiation 

[MJ/m2] 

Mean wind 

speed 

[m/s] 

Jan 29.2 24.2 26.1 81.1 377.9 3.3 

Feb 31.3 24.1 27.0 76.3 427.9 3.5 

Mar 30.8 24.6 27.0 80.0 486.9 2.2 

Apr 31.9 24.9 27.7 78.9 501.3 2.3 

May 32.1 25.2 28.2 78.1 491.7 1.5 

Jun 31.2 25.4 28.1 77.4 464.6 1.7 

Jul 32.0 25.7 28.`6 74.3 526.3 2.2 

Aug 31.2 25.1 27.9 80.2 517.0 1.8 

Sep 31.3 25.1 27.9 79.7 477.4 1.8 

Oct 31.1 24.7 27.4 83.8 463.2 1.6 

Nov 30.9 24.9 27.2 85.3 402.9 1.9 

Dec 29.5 24.7 26.6 84.8 366.7 2.8 

 247 

To evaluate the performance of the PCM cool color coating compared with the other three 248 

types of coating systems (Control, CP and PCM), each type of the coating with 5 mm in 249 

thickness was applied to the most outside surfaces of the exterior walls and roof of the test 250 

room as indicated in Fig. 3. The discharging cycle of the PCM has been systematically 251 

studied and reported in our previous work [22]. It is critical to ensure PCM can be fully 252 

discharged and become solid again during the night so that the heat storage capacity of PCM 253 

can be restored every morning for the next cycle. This in turn depends on climatic conditions, 254 

phase change temperature selected, and location where PCM applied, e.g. interior or exterior 255 

surfaces. Our previous study concluded that PCM with phase change temperature of 28°C 256 

applied on the exterior surfaces of building enveloped in the climate of Singapore showed 257 

optimum performance for cooling load reduction and PCM was able to discharge fully and 258 

became solid again at night. Therefore, the same configurations were adopted in the current 259 

study. The measured density and thermal properties of the samples shown in Table 1 were 260 

used as the inputs for the skim coat layer. Due to the thin layer of the paint in several tens to 261 

hundreds of microns, the thermal resistance of the paint was neglected and the SR of the 262 
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exterior surfaces was modified accordingly in the model to simulate the effect of the cool 263 

paint and the normal paint. 264 

 265 

The ideal load HVAC system, which removes the heat at 100% efficiency to meet the indoor 266 

thermal requirements, was defined to be employed in the test room in the model. The cooling 267 

set point of the indoor air temperature was kept constant at 24°C. The simulation period was 268 

set for one year and the energy consumption of the air-conditioner of the test room was 269 

obtained from the simulation results. The energy saving rate of the four types of coating 270 

systems was calculated based on the following equation: 271 

Energy saving rate = (1 −
𝐸𝑐𝑜𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑛𝑔

𝐸𝑐𝑜𝑛𝑡𝑟𝑜𝑙
) × 100%   (1) 272 

where Econtrol  represents the energy consumption of the air-conditioner when the control 273 

coating system (Type 1) was used and Ecoating represents the energy consumption when the 274 

other coating systems (Types 2-4) were adopted, respectively. In addition, a parametric study 275 

on the thickness of the PCM cool colored coating was conducted, in which the thickness of 276 

the PCM-modified skim coat was varied in a range of 3-100 mm. 277 

 278 

3. Results and discussion 279 

3.1 Temperature reduction by PCM cool colored coatings from experiments 280 

Fig. 4 shows the temperature profiles of the exterior and interior surfaces of the samples and 281 

the internal air. It is obvious to see a significant temperature decrease when the cool paint 282 

instead of the normal paint was applied on the exterior surface. For instance, the peak exterior 283 

surface temperature of the type 2 (CP) was 8.9°C lower than that of the control system, 284 

leading to a reduction of internal air temperature of 2.7°C. It indicates that the higher SR of 285 
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the cool paint significantly reduced the radiation absorbed by the top surface, which 286 

effectively limited the surface temperature increase under high radiation loads. 287 

 288 

 289 
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Fig. 4. Temperature profiles of the (a) exterior surface and (b) interior surface of the sample, 290 

and (c) the internal air during the thermal tests of type 1-4 291 

 292 

The incorporation of 20 wt. % PCM microcapsules into the skim coat also leads to a 293 

reduction of the peak exterior and interior surface temperatures as well as interior air 294 

temperature. For example, the peak exterior and interior surface temperatures of the type 3 295 

(PCM) was 1.8°C and 2.6°C respectively lower than that of the control system, leading to a 296 

reduction of internal air temperature of 0.8°C. The temperature reduction is partially due to 297 

the reduction of thermal conductivity of the sample as shown in Table 1. More importantly, 298 

the PCM with high latent heat of fusion is able to absorb the incoming heat through phase 299 

change without much increase of temperature. In this way, the PCM could delay and limit the 300 

temperature increase of the coating layer. It is confirmed by the observation that the initial 301 

slop of the surface temperature rise is much gentler for type 3 (PCM), especially for the 302 

interior surface, of which the temperatures are almost stable in the first few minutes. After all 303 

the PCM were fully melted the temperature rising rate then increased close to that of the 304 

sample without PCM. 305 

 306 

The combination of cool paint and PCM (type 4) further reduced the surface and air 307 

temperatures by comparing with all other three types (control, CP, and PCM) as shown in Fig. 308 

4. In this PCM cool colored coating, the cool paint acted as the “first protection” to partially 309 

reflect away the high density of solar radiation and the PCM formed the “second protection” 310 

to absorb the conductive heat caused by the non-reflected part that heated up the surface. It is 311 

also interesting to note that the interior surface temperature of the type 4 (CP+PCM) initially 312 

kept stable for a longer time (3 minutes) than that of the type 3 (1.5 minutes) as shown in Fig. 313 

4(b), indicating that the application of cool paint on the exterior surface prolonged the phase 314 
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transition process of the PCM, so that the PCM maintained its phase change temperature 315 

without rapid temperature increase for a longer time. It is attributed to the higher SR of the 316 

cool paint that larger proportions of radiation loads were reflected away, leading to lower 317 

heat flux into the PCM. 318 

 319 

3.2 Cooling energy savings by PCM cool colored coating from simulations 320 

Fig. 5 shows the annual energy consumption of the air-conditioner and the energy saving rate 321 

when different type of coating system was applied in the numerical model. As can be seen, 322 

the application of the PCM cool colored coating (CP+PCM) achieved the largest energy 323 

savings of 8.5% while the application of cool paint and PCM alone registered an energy 324 

savings of 7.2% and 1.4%, respectively. The energy savings of PCM cool colored coating is 325 

almost equal to the summation of the energy savings from cool paint and PCM, which 326 

suggests cool paint and PCM in the cool coating system work complementarily. This is 327 

mainly attributed to the fact that cool paint and PCM rely on different mechanisms to prevent 328 

heat gains where cool paint reflects solar radiation and PCM prevents conductive heat 329 

transfer. Based on this result, the combined use of cool paint and PCM further reduces 330 

envelope heat gain and cooling load of buildings in tropical Singapore. 331 

 332 

 333 
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Fig. 5. Annual energy consumption and energy saving rate when a layer of coating of type 1-334 

4 was applied respectively. 335 

 336 

The monthly energy saving rate when different type of coating system was applied in the 337 

numerical building was plotted in Fig. 6. It showed that both the cool paint and PCM are 338 

effective throughout the entire year with monthly energy savings of 3.9-10.7% and 1.0-1.9%, 339 

respectively. Unlike other climate zones where PCM is only seasonally effective and cool 340 

paint is only beneficial during summer, the application of the PCM cool colored coating 341 

could be effective throughout the whole year in Singapore due to the uniform climatic 342 

condition all year round. Overall, the monthly energy saving of 5-12% could be achieved by 343 

using the PCM cool colored coating in tropical Singapore. 344 

 345 

 346 
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Fig. 6. Monthly energy saving rate based on Singapore’s weather data when a layer of 347 

coating of type 2-4 was applied respectively. 348 

 349 

The relationship between the energy saving rate and the thickness of the PCM-modified skim 350 

coat with normal paint (type 3: CP) and cool paint (type 4: CP+PCM) is shown in Fig. 7. As 351 

can be seen, the energy saving rate increases with increasing thickness of the PCM-modified 352 

skim coat. This is mainly attributed to larger amount of incoming heat could be absorbed by 353 

the thicker PCM-modified skim coat. However, the slopes of the curves reduce as the 354 

thickness increases, indicating the efficiency and cost-benefit reduce when thicker PCM skim 355 

coat is applied to the building envelope. This suggests a tradeoff between the total energy 356 

savings and the efficiency and cost-benefit of using PCM for building passive cooling.  357 

 358 

  359 

Fig. 7. Energy saving rate as a function of the thickness of PCM skim coat when type 3 and 4 360 

were applied respectively 361 

 362 
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Due to the high density of solar radiation in tropical regions, the use of PCM alone to absorb 363 

the incoming heat into the building environment is not cost effective. With the integration of 364 

cool paint and PCM, a thin PCM cool colored coating (type 4: CP+PCM) of 5 mm can 365 

achieve the same energy saving rate as a 30 mm PCM-modified skim coat (type 3: PCM) as 366 

shown in Fig. 7. This highlights the potential of the combing use of cool paint and PCM 367 

where cool paint serves as the “first protection” to reflect solar radiation and a thin layer of 368 

PCM forms the “second protection” to absorb the conductive heat that cannot be handled by 369 

the cool paint. 370 

 371 

4. Conclusions and outlook 372 

This paper investigated the integration of cool colored coating and PCM for building cooling 373 

through experimental and numerical studies. A PCM cool colored coating was developed by 374 

incorporating the microencapsulated PCM into cementitious skim coat with cool paint 375 

applied on the exterior surface. The cooling performance of the coating was tested 376 

experimentally. A whole building energy simulation was carried out to evaluate the cooling 377 

energy savings of a calibrated model building adopting such PCM cool colored coating in 378 

tropical Singapore. Main conclusions drawn from the current study include: 379 

 From the experimental study, the PCM cool colored coating further reduced the 380 

surface and air temperatures as compared to other three configurations, i.e. control, 381 

cool paint alone, and PCM alone. In addition, the PCM cool colored coating 382 

maintained its phase change temperature without rapid temperature increase for a 383 

longer duration when compared with the PCM alone case. 384 

 From the numerical investigation, the PCM cool colored coating registered the largest 385 

annual energy saving of 8.5% and a consistent monthly energy saving of 5-12% 386 

throughout the entire year in tropical Singapore. The cool paint and PCM in the cool 387 

coating system worked complementarily because they rely on different mechanisms to 388 

prevent heat gains. A 5 mm thick PCM cool colored coating can achieve the same 389 

energy saving rate as a 30 mm thick PCM-modified skim coat. 390 
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 391 

Cool paint and PCM are two complementary passive cooling strategies that could be used 392 

concurrently in tropical climate where cool paint serves as the “first protection” to reflect 393 

solar radiation and a thin layer of PCM forms the “second protection” to absorb the 394 

conductive heat that cannot be handled by cool paint. Unlike other climate zones where PCM 395 

is only seasonally effective and cool paint is only beneficial during summer, the application 396 

of the proposed PCM cool colored coating in building envelope could be effective throughout 397 

the entire year due to the uniform climatic condition all year round in tropics.  398 

 399 

The PCM cool color coating system developed in current study can be readily applied to 400 

concrete structures, especially for energy retrofitting of existing buildings, where ease of 401 

implementation is the key consideration [35]. The PCM-modified skim coat, used to smooth 402 

the surface of concrete, can be easily applied to exterior surfaces of building without structure 403 

modification of building components. After the hardening of the skim coat in few hours, the 404 

cool paint can be coated on the surface. Life cycle and life cycle cost analyses shall be 405 

conducted in the future to reveal the environmental and economic benefits of applying the 406 

PCM cool color coating system on building enveloped. 407 

 408 

Acknowledgement 409 

The authors would like to acknowledge financial support from the Agency for Science, 410 

Technology and Research (A*STAR) – Ministry of National Development (MND), Singapore 411 

(SERC132 176 0014). 412 

 413 

References 414 

[1] Pérez-Lombard L, Ortiz J, Pout C. A review on buildings energy consumption 415 



21 

 

information. Energy Build 2008;40:394–8. doi:10.1016/j.enbuild.2007.03.007. 416 

[2] Directive 2010/31/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 May 2010 417 

on the energy performance of buildings. 2010. 418 

[3] 2nd Green Building Masterplan. Building and Construction Authority, Building and 419 

Construction Authority, Singapore: 2010. 420 

[4] Santamouris M. Advances in Passive Cooling. Earthscan LLC; 2007. 421 

[5] Artmann N, Manz H, Heiselberg P. Climatic potential for passive cooling of buildings 422 

by night-time ventilation in Europe. Appl Energy 2007;84:187–201. 423 

doi:10.1016/j.apenergy.2006.05.004. 424 

[6] Chowdhury AA, Rasul MG, Khan MMK. Thermal-comfort analysis and simulation for 425 

various low-energy cooling-technologies applied to an office building in a subtropical 426 

climate. Appl Energy 2008;85:449–62. doi:10.1016/j.apenergy.2007.10.001. 427 

[7] Kolokotroni M, Aronis  a. Cooling-energy reduction in air-conditioned offices by 428 

using night ventilation. Appl Energy 1999;63:241–53. doi:10.1016/S0306-429 

2619(99)00031-8. 430 

[8] Santamouris M, Pavlou K, Synnefa A, Niachou K, Kolokotsa D. Recent progress on 431 

passive cooling techniques. Advanced technological developments to improve 432 

survivability levels in low-income households. Energy Build 2007;39:859–66. 433 

doi:10.1016/j.enbuild.2007.02.008. 434 

[9] Romeo C, Zinzi M. Impact of a cool roof application on the energy and comfort 435 

performance in an existing non-residential building. A Sicilian case study. Energy 436 

Build 2013;67:647–57. doi:10.1016/j.enbuild.2011.07.023. 437 

[10] Santamouris M, Asimakopoulos D. Passive cooling of buildings. Passiv. Cool. Build., 438 

vol. 28, 1996, p. 424–53. doi:10.1016/S0378-7788(97)00033-9. 439 

[11] Santamouris M, Synnefa A, Karlessi T. Using advanced cool materials in the urban 440 



22 

 

built environment to mitigate heat islands and improve thermal comfort conditions. Sol 441 

Energy 2011;85:3085–102. doi:10.1016/j.solener.2010.12.023. 442 

[12] Haberl JS, Cho S. Literature Review of Uncertainty of Analysis Methods (Cool Roofs), 443 

Report to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 2004. 444 

[13] Levinson R, Akbari H, Konopacki S, Bretz S. Inclusion of cool roofs in nonresidential 445 

Title 24 prescriptive requirements. Energy Policy 2005;33:151–70. 446 

doi:10.1016/S0301-4215(03)00206-4. 447 

[14] Levinson R, Berdahl P, Asefaw Berhe A, Akbari H. Effects of soiling and cleaning on 448 

the reflectance and solar heat gain of a light-colored roofing membrane. Atmos 449 

Environ 2005;39:7807–24. doi:10.1016/j.atmosenv.2005.08.037. 450 

[15] Shi Z, Zhang X. Analyzing the effect of the longwave emissivity and solar reflectance 451 

of building envelopes on energy-saving in buildings in various climates. Sol Energy 452 

2011;85:28–37. doi:10.1016/j.solener.2010.11.009. 453 

[16] Sadineni SB, Madala S, Boehm RF. Passive building energy savings: A review of 454 

building envelope components. Renew Sustain Energy Rev 2011;15:3617–31. 455 

doi:10.1016/j.rser.2011.07.014. 456 

[17] Zhou G, Yang Y, Wang X, Zhou S. Numerical analysis of effect of shape-stabilized 457 

phase change material plates in a building combined with night ventilation. Appl 458 

Energy 2009;86:52–9. doi:10.1016/j.apenergy.2008.03.020. 459 

[18] Ascione F, Bianco N, De Masi RF, de’ Rossi F, Vanoli GP. Energy refurbishment of 460 

existing buildings through the use of phase change materials: Energy savings and 461 

indoor comfort in the cooling season. Appl Energy 2014;113:990–1007. 462 

doi:10.1016/j.apenergy.2013.08.045. 463 

[19] Castell A, Martorell I, Medrano M, Pérez G, Cabeza LF, P??rez G, et al. Experimental 464 

study of using PCM in brick constructive solutions for passive cooling. Energy Build 465 



23 

 

2010;42:534–40. doi:10.1016/j.enbuild.2009.10.022. 466 

[20] Kuznik F, Virgone J. Experimental assessment of a phase change material for wall 467 

building use. Appl Energy 2009;86:2038–46. doi:10.1016/j.apenergy.2009.01.004. 468 

[21] Xiao W, Wang X, Zhang Y. Analytical optimization of interior PCM for energy 469 

storage in a lightweight passive solar room. Appl Energy 2009;86:2013–8. 470 

doi:10.1016/j.apenergy.2008.12.011. 471 

[22] Lei J, Yang J, Yang E-H. Energy performance of building envelopes integrated with 472 

phase change materials for cooling load reduction in tropical Singapore. Appl Energy 473 

2016;162:207–17. doi:10.1016/j.apenergy.2015.10.031. 474 

[23] Lu S, Chen Y, Liu S, Kong X. Experimental research on a novel energy efficiency roof 475 

coupled with PCM and cool materials. Energy Build 2016;127:159–69. 476 

doi:10.1016/j.enbuild.2016.05.080. 477 

[24] Schossig P, Henning HM, Gschwander S, Haussmann T. Micro-encapsulated phase-478 

change materials integrated into construction materials. Sol. Energy Mater. Sol. Cells, 479 

vol. 89, 2005, p. 297–306. doi:10.1016/j.solmat.2005.01.017. 480 

[25] Barreneche C, Navarro ME, Fernández AI, Cabeza LF. Improvement of the thermal 481 

inertia of building materials incorporating PCM. Evaluation in the macroscale. Appl 482 

Energy 2013;109:428–32. doi:10.1016/j.apenergy.2012.12.055. 483 

[26] Jeong S-G, Chang SJ, Wi S, Kang Y, Kim S. Development and performance 484 

evaluation of heat storage paint with MPCM for applying roof materials as basic 485 

research. Energy Build 2016;112:62–8. doi:10.1016/j.enbuild.2015.12.001. 486 

[27] Karlessi T, Santamouris M, Synnefa A, Assimakopoulos D, Didaskalopoulos P, 487 

Apostolakis K. Development and testing of PCM doped cool colored coatings to 488 

mitigate urban heat island and cool buildings. Build Environ 2011;46:570–6. 489 

doi:10.1016/j.buildenv.2010.09.003. 490 



24 

 

[28] Chung MH, Park JC. Development of PCM cool roof system to control urban heat 491 

island considering temperate climatic conditions. Energy Build 2016;116:341–8. 492 

[29] Microtek Lab Inc. Product Data Sheets of Microencapsulated Phase Change Material 493 

MPCM 28D n.d. http://www.microteklabs.com/pdfs/MPCM-28D Product Data 494 

Sheet.pdf. 495 

[30] Sá AV, Azenha M, De Sousa H, Samagaio A. Thermal enhancement of plastering 496 

mortars with Phase Change Materials: Experimental and numerical approach. Energy 497 

Build 2012;49:16–27. 498 

[31] Iso. BS EN ISO 22007-2:2015 Plastics. Determination of thermal conductivity and 499 

thermal diffusivity. Transient plane heat source (hot disc) method. 2015. 500 

[32] DOE.US. EnergyPlus engineering reference: the reference to EnergyPlus calculations. 501 

Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. 2013. 502 

[33] Al-Saadi SN, Zhai Z. Modeling phase change materials embedded in building 503 

enclosure: A review. Renew Sustain Energy Rev 2013;21:659–73. 504 

doi:10.1016/j.rser.2013.01.024. 505 

[34] Zingre KT, Wan MP, Yang X. A new RTTV (roof thermal transfer value) calculation 506 

method for cool roofs. Energy 2015;81:222–32. doi:10.1016/j.energy.2014.12.030. 507 

[35] Ma Z, Cooper P, Daly D, Ledo L. Existing building retrofits: Methodology and state-508 

of-the-art. Energy Build 2012;55:889–902. doi:10.1016/j.enbuild.2012.08.018. 509 

 510 

View publication statsView publication stats


