
Northumbria Research Link

Citation:  McEwan,  Cameron  (2014)  Student  Shows  2014:  Scott  Sutherland  School  of
Architecture. The Architects' Journal. ISSN 0003-8466 

Published by: EMAP Publishing

URL:  https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/practice/stude...
<https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/practice/students/student-shows-2014-scott-
sutherland-school-of-architecture>

This  version  was  downloaded  from  Northumbria  Research  Link:
http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/id/eprint/49734/

Northumbria University has developed Northumbria Research Link (NRL) to enable users
to access the University’s research output. Copyright © and moral rights for items on
NRL are retained by the individual author(s) and/or other copyright owners.  Single copies
of full items can be reproduced, displayed or performed, and given to third parties in any
format or medium for personal research or study, educational, or not-for-profit purposes
without  prior  permission  or  charge,  provided  the  authors,  title  and  full  bibliographic
details are given, as well as a hyperlink and/or URL to the original metadata page. The
content must not be changed in any way. Full items must not be sold commercially in any
format or medium without formal permission of the copyright holder.  The full policy is
available online: http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/policies.html

This document may differ from the final, published version of the research and has been
made available online in accordance with publisher policies. To read and/or cite from the
published version of  the research,  please visit  the publisher’s website (a subscription
may be required.)

                        

http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/policies.html


REVIEW OF  
SCOTT SUTHERLAND SCHOOL, ABERDEEN 

 

The Scott Sutherland School in Aberdeen emphasises material exploration and the production 

of physical models as investigative tools. For instance, domestic-scaled buildings were 

modelled at 1:20; urban blocks, streets and construction studies at 1:50; and city districts at 

1:1000. These were constructed from a range of materials including timber, plastics, card, 

metal and glass, by techniques from casting to 3D printing.  

 In Year 3 (Part I) students develop a project for the reuse and extension of an existing 

building then a mixed-use multi-storey urban design, both within Aberdeen. At Masters (Part 

II) – undertaken over two years – there are three Units, divided as follows: Resilient Towns 

and Cities, led by Gökay Deveci; 21st Century City, by Alan Dunlop; and The Parochial, by 

Neil Gillespie. Students write a dissertation and develop a studio project in response to a Unit 

specific brief.  

 

STANDOUT UNIT 

While the 21st Century City Unit was coherently structured and neatly curated – indicative of 

a collective effort – it is Gillespie’s The Parochial Unit that has formal and conceptual 

purposiveness with stronger individual talent.  

 

STANDOUT STUDENT 

Fiona Thaddeus’ circular-plan Primary School/Swimming Pool in Gillespie’s Unit, developed 

with elegantly produced models, was powerful in its formal clarity.   

 

IN A WORD 

Solid. 

 

 

Dr. Cameron McEwan (200 words) 27 June 2014 
Architectural writer and AE Foundation Associate. 
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6. View of scale model in Alan Dunlop’s 21st Century City Unit. 

 

 


