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Research Data Management Programme



I’VE COLLECTED MY DATA, SO WHAT DO I DO WITH IT NOW?

RESEARCH DATA MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME

The research data management programme has the answers.

This programme offers an opportunity to develop the knowledge and skills to manage your research data and create your own research data management plan. It will provide expertise essential for the successful completion of your research degree and your future research career.

· Why is research data management important to me?

· Why should I attend a training programme on this topic?

If you manage your research data well, you will work effectively and efficiently. You will know where your data is when you want to use it, and can be confident it is kept secure and confidential. At the end of your research degree you will be able to store your data securely for your future reuse, or destroy it safely, maintaining confidentiality. You will also be able, if applicable, to place your research data into the public domain for reuse by other researchers, enhancing your reputation, and the value and impact of your data.

Management of qualitative research data in the health field raises particular issues of research methodology, data analysis and ethics. Debating these issues during the training programme with fellow students and records management experts will enable you to learn from others’ experiences.

Course Content: This programme aims to provide postgraduate students with the knowledge to manage their research data at every stage in the data lifecycle, from its creation to its final storage or destruction. Students will learn how to use their data more effectively and efficiently, how to store and destroy it securely, and how to make it available to a wider audience to increase its use, value and impact.

The programme is aimed at students managing qualitative data in the health field: it is not restricted to medical / nursing etc. students. The programme is suitable for students at any stage.

SESSION 1 INTRODUCTION TO RESEARCH DATA MANAGEMENT

Dates: [to be added]
Times: 10.00 – 12.30 (refreshments provided)

Location: [to be added]
Aims and Objectives:

By the end of this session participants will have:

· an understanding of research data management needs and issues

· the ability to start planning for managing own research data using a data management plan (template provided)

Session Content:

· Introduction to the overall programme

· Setting the scene - What is research data? Where is your research data? Why research data management (RDM) is important? Reasons for managing research data

· How do I manage my research data? The data lifecycle. The research data management plan (DMP)

· Practical exercise developing a sample data management plan based on a real scenario

· What issues arise in managing research data, particularly for qualitative and health data?

· Introduction to directed learning tasks

Directed Learning Tasks:

· Start developing a personal research data management plan, using template provided in preparation for Session 2

· Watch the 3-minute video of Louise Corti, UKDA, Essex University on ‘How can researchers ensure that they’ll be able to share, archive or re-use sensitive data?’

SESSION 2: DATA CURATION LIFECYCLE
Dates: [to be added]
Times: 10.00 to 12.30 (refreshments provided)

Location: [to be added]A204, Coach Lane Campus

Aims and Objectives:

By the end of this session participants will have:

· appreciation of how data curation can support and safeguard research

· understanding of the data curation lifecycle

· identification of the processes and activities involved in good practice for research data management

· awareness of the free services and tools available to support data curation

Session Content:

Participants are introduced to data management and curation activities and roles associated with the stages of the digital curation lifecycle

· Conceptualise stage - planning what to do

· Create stage - collecting and analysing data

· Appraise stage - selecting what to keep
· Practical exercise on appraising and selecting data to keep or destroy
· Ingest stage  - transferring data to a custodian

· Preserve stage - keeping data over time

· Store stage - keeping data safe and secure

· Access stage - finding and using data

· Transform stage - generating new data
· Exercise to review/ further develop your data management plan
Directed Learning Tasks:

· Think of the problems you’ve experienced with managing your research data, to share in Session 3

· Think of any good tips or systems you’ve used for managing your research data, to share in Session 3
SESSION 3 PROBLEMS AND PRACTICAL STRATEGIES AND SOLUTIONS

Dates: [to be added]
Times: 10.00 – 12.30

Location: [to be added]
Aims and Objectives:

By the end of this session participants will have:

· an awareness of research data management problems

· knowledge of practical solutions to research data management problems

· the ability to develop a research data management strategy for the remainder of their PhD and in their future research career

Session content:

· Problems with managing research data

· Problem triggers and practical solutions for managing data

· Data confidentiality and data protection

· Data storage and data security

· Data classification, file structures, file names and metadata

· Practical exercise on strategies for data anonymisation and data sharing

· Practical exercise on file management
Directed learning tasks:

· Reflect on your strategies and procedures for research data management, e.g.

· Do you need to take any further actions to ensure your research data is appropriately anonymised and capable of being shared in the future, if appropriate?

· Do you need to revise your file / document naming system, and / or the file structure for storing your research on your university drive

· Are the ways in which you physically store your data sufficiently safe and secure?

· Embed research data management into your PhD work activities, e.g.

· Make an entry in your research diary / portfolio about RDM strategy and actions going forward

· Make an entry in your training plan about RDM
· Meet with your supervisory team to report on RDM learning and plans going forward
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