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Landscape Futures

As climate changmposesrrefutable consequenagson the Northumbrian landscapbe practices
throughwhichit is designedstructure, and managedill need to chang@®ver the coming decades this
landscape mustdapt toincorporate clean industriesenablemore sustainable modes of agriculture,
facilitate the production of greener formsrdrgy, and providgosystemwith increased biodiversity
Furthermore, we must find innovative ways of creativesynge our existingiralbuilding stock rather
than buildhganewTo avoid theleleterious and irreversible effecfgastrevolutiors on the landscape

this ‘green revolution’, whilst urgently necessary, reguinese compassionate, holistic attitude. This
landscape st#lvidences the indelible consequences of historical, fleeting wholesale transSrahmation.
rapiddomination often occurs from a singéehhological standpoint; a position devoid of the specific
physical and cultural qualities of place.

This required newrevolution need not meathe destruction ofour regionallandscapebut rather
demonstrate a sensitivityittdoy knowingly harnessirlge latentpotential ofits existingstructures and
infrastructures in a way that helps us sustain a meaningéullius emerging design research project
considers the globatologicatrisis and the various ways in which it might be addressed, through a
regional len¥Ve ask, what if forgotten, abandoned, and overlooked historical buildings and infrastructures,
extant in thé&lorthumbrian landscapeanbe reappropriatedn ways which not ontyitigate the effects

of climate change, but retain, and even intensify, the specific character oh®ur regio

To date, ouresearch has been concerned with identifying, sunamdnmaking speculative design
proposalsfor the re-appropriationof a variety of existing structures and infrastructures the
Northumbrianandscap&heseseek to addresise ecological crisisarconsidereglacespecifiananner

at a variety of different scal@eseprojectreiimagines th&Vannie Lingthe route of the former Wansbeck
Railwaythat ran from Morpeth to Reedsmouth and Rothffigiyre 1)as a new type dihear landscape
conditionor ‘corridor'connednga range of new ecosysteimsreasg biodiversity and contribogto
carboroffset These potential ‘ecological corridatsobecomeprototypefor a new model polity, where
currently disparate locatal communities become reconne@eskcongrojectexplores options for the
creative raise of a seried abandoned water towers on ¢lskirtsof Morpeth figure 2) Alternative
uses of th&e structures in their extant form are being explored alongsidefoptitgisde-constuction
and subsequergassemblin new locatiosto servanew purposeA furtherproject explores the potential
re-appropriation ofuined lime kilns and their associated infrastra@tutiee surrounding countryside
(figure 3)Thisprojectexdoresthe viability of the kilns as future sites for the productEmvobnmentéf
respnsible locally sourcdalilding materialend the potential of the quarries assoaatiedhe kilns to
be usedslocations for new, biodiversabitats.

These emerging propositions are not absptiégsexist as provocative models, methods and scenarios
evidencing future possibilities; new forms of harmonious occupation alongside an understanding of a
moderated human demantie$e, arefully executed, livadd to the human continuum of making place

in an ancient landscape, recording its stanégenerating new meanings.
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FigureOne
The ‘Wannie LingScots Gap, nr Morpeth

Figure Two:
Point cloud capture of redundant water tower, Tranwell, near Morpeth.

Figure Three
Survey drawing of redundant lime kiln, Hartington, Tuthill, Wallington.
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